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“The Believer’s Position”      Text – Romans 8:2-4     Q/A 34        OT Reading – Ezekiel 36:16-32

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Last Sunday afternoon, we arrived at the mountain peak of Romans – Chapter 8.  And we have set up camp here because we plan to be here for a few weeks at least.  We are going to make the most of our time in this chapter as we enjoy the glorious view of the believer’s position that is surveyed in Rom 8.  
So we began with the much needed reassurance of v1, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  
Well, I want us to begin today by thinking about how needed this reassurance is again, especially in the light of how the reassurance is given.

You see, it is given in the negative: “Therefore, there is now no condemnation.” 
And it could have been given in the positive, as in – you now have eternal life or you are now a child of God, etc.  
But here it is presented in the negative: Because you are in Christ, there is no condemnation for you.  Why?  Why is this burst of gospel sunlight expressed this way?
Well, when you think about it, what does so much of what you see and experience around you and within you add up to?  Condemnation.  
I see sin, I see sorrow, I see suffering, and I see death.  And just as 1+1 surely = 2, so sin, sorrow, suffering and death surely = condemnation.  
Romans 6:23 says, “the wages of sin is death.”  Sin deserves condemnation and I sin, ergo, I deserve condemnation.
It is like a piece of clothing that has the horrible odour of cat urine in it that you just cannot seem to get rid of.  You scrub it and you soap it and you spray it, but when you smell it, it still reeks.  
And it can lead even us to a place of darkness and doubt.  There is built into our DNA a neon sign of sin that constantly flashes, “THERE IS CONDEMNATION.”  
And so, the gospel of Romans 8:1 is “There is NO condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”   
Again then, we see why, as we noted this morning, we must preach to ourselves rather than listen to ourselves: “There is NO condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
In fact, a good case could be made for having those words on a poster on the roof in your bedroom so that it is the first thing you see when you wake up, and on the wall in the kitchen and on the dashboard of your car and on your desk at work or school or on your toolbox, “There is NO condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  
It is a truth that we need to hear, repeatedly.

Well, as we come to vv2-4, we come to the reasons for what has been said in v1.  And you can see this in that the first words of vv2-3, in most of our Bible versions, are either “because” or “for.”  There is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus BECAUSE of and For this reason…  And then we are given the reasons.  
And the two reasons given are the work of a non-fleshly Liberator and a fleshly Saviour.
So first of all then, we see in v2 that we may know we are free from condemnation because of the work of a non-fleshly Liberator.  Paul says, “Because through Christ the law of the Spirit of life has set me free from the law of sin and death.”
1. And there is a difference between v2 and v1 in terms of who is in view, isn’t there.  In v2 it is “me,” Paul, where as in v1 it was ‘those.”  So, in v2, Paul is making a personal confession of faith.  He is describing something he knows to be true of himself.  He is sharing something that he has experienced.
a. So as we follow Paul’s line of reasoning, we see that what has happened to Paul, personally, is why he declares the truth of v1 in relation to all believers.  
i. It is not because of v1 I know that v2 is true, it is because of v2, I know that v1 is true.  It is not, there is no condemnation so now the law of the Spirit can do something in me, it is the law of the Spirit of life has done this in me therefore I know that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
A. Let me illustrate it for you borrowing an illustration we used earlier in ch. 6.  Do you remember that we talked about two fields with high walls around them – The sin field and the Christ field?  
1) Well, every human being begins life in the sin-field.  That is their home; that is where they belong; that is all they know.  And they are covered in manure stained clothing.  And all who remain in that field will certainly be condemned.  
2) But one day, while in that field, you heard a voice that said, “Jesus died for the forgiveness of sins.”  And despite where you were and what you were wearing, you believed.  
3) And at that very moment, a hand came down and plucked you out and dressed you in spotless clothes and placed you in the Christ field.  And that is where you now belong; that is your new home.  
4) And all there know that they will not be condemned.  Why?  
5) Well, let’s ask one of them.  Excuse me, Maam, How do you know that there is no condemnation for you?  
a) And she replies, because I am not there anymore, because I am not that person anymore, because I was picked up out of that field, given clean clothes, and placed in this field.  
b) I know that there is no condemnation for me because of what has happened to me, who I am now, and where I am now.

ii. Do you see?  Romans 8:2 is the evidence for the reality of v1.  Paul is saying, Something has happened to me that has made me a new person.  That is why I know that there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.  
2. So, all that remains then is for us to spend a few more moments considering the precise evidence that Paul cites as the basis for the declaration of v1.  He says, “Through Christ the law of the Spirit of life has set me free from the law of sin and death.”
a. Now, the term “the law” is used twice in this verse.  “The law of the Spirit of life” and “the law of sin and death.”  
i. And what is in view here is not the gospel on the one hand and the law on the other.  The Bible nowhere uses the word law to describe the gospel.  No, what is in view here is what we might call a spiritual directing power.  
A. It is kind of like what we speak about as ‘Murphy’s law.’  
1) If you look through a pile of buttons for a small red one, will it be the first one you pick up or the last one?  The last one.  And we call that Murphy’s Law.  
2) And if you have to go through a stack of books to find a particular one, will it be the one on top or the one right at the bottom?  The one at the bottom – Murphy’s law.  
3) Well, when we talk about Murphy’s Law, we are not thinking about a written code that the government has put together, but a kind of unwritten principle or directing power.  
ii. So in terms of v2, we may read it like this, ‘through Christ the spiritual directing power of the Spirit of life has set me free from the spiritual directing power of the sin and death.’  
A. As we have seen, the written Law of God, which is perfectly good within itself, when it comes into contact with a sinful nature, produces sin-fires.  It is inevitable.  And these two, acting together, form one spiritual directing power.  

1) Apart from Christ, the sinner is dead in sin – sin is all he can do.  And because he sins, he is dead.  His mind is bound, his will is bound, and his desires are bound.  Sin and death are in the heart directing him to sin.  
a) So the law of God, when it comes into contact with such a dead sinner, produces only and always, sin and death.  The ‘spiritual directing power at work’ in the unbeliever is sin and death.  Sin and death rule.
b. And again you see why we believe in the doctrines of grace such as election and irresistible grace.  
i. It cannot be that one who is completely bound and governed and ruled by the law of sin and death must first choose Christ of their own freewill in order for the Spirit to come into his or her life.  Those ruled by sin and death can do nothing towards life.  Do you see that, people of God.  It must be the Spirit who first does a work inside that dead person thereby enabling them to embrace Jesus.  
ii. And that is made explicit in this verse in the words, “set me free.”  
A. Going back to our earlier analogy, did Paul escape from the sin-field?  Did Paul climb the wall and get away?  Did Paul decide to get up, get changed, get out, and go to the Christ field?  Is Paul congratulating himself in any way?  No.  He was plucked out of that field, dressed in new clothes, and placed in the Christ-field.  He was set free.  What is being described here was done in him and to him.  It is all glory to God!
c. And what was done in him and to him was the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the new thing that changes everything.  21 times in this chapter, Paul will speak of the Holy Spirit.
i. It is the arrival of the Holy Spirit in the sinner’s heart that changes the sinner’s heart.  It is the arrival of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s heart that changes how the sinner sees the Bible, God, and himself.  
A. Now he sees himself for what he is – a sinner.  
B. Now he sees God as a God he has sinned against and who alone can save him.  
C. Now he delights in God’s Word rather than hates it or couldn’t care less about it.  And now he sees the salvation in Jesus Christ that is written on every page of it.  
1) He was blind, but now, by the Spirit, He sees!  
2) He was a slave to sin, but now, by the Spirit, he is free from slavery to sin.  
a) He still sins, but sin is not his master and he hates his sin and he is able to resist temptation and there is, for him, no condemnation.  
D. And it is all by the inward presence and working of the Holy Spirit – the new spiritual directing power.  There is no condemnation b/c of the work of a non-fleshly liberator!
But secondly, and not secondly as in a completely separate reason, but secondly as in a part of the first reason worth dwelling on and exploring in and of itself: There is no condemnation also because of the work of a fleshly Saviour.
1. Congregation, there are three words in v2 that we have, as yet, not even mentioned.  Do you see them?  They are, “through Christ Jesus.”  Yes, in v2, it is the indwelling power and presence of the Holy Spirit that Paul is celebrating.  But what the Spirit does, He does “through Jesus Christ.”  
a. At seminary, and some of you will remember this also from English class, you learn   sentence diagramming.  You take a sentence and you discover the predicate noun and the verb and the direct object, etc.  And you learn how to diagram the structure of a sentence or a paragraph.  
i. Well, vv3-4 flow out of those three words in v2, “through Jesus Christ.”  
ii. The Holy Spirit is not some independent being who has His own agenda.  No, His task and His desire and His purpose and His work is to reveal Jesus Christ and to magnify Jesus Christ and to unite with Jesus Christ and to apply all the saving benefits of Jesus Christ and to make the people of Jesus Christ more and more like Jesus Christ, to the glory of God. 
A. Before Jesus died, He promised His disciples and His people that He would send them the Holy Spirit.  And He said this of the Holy Spirit’s work, ‘He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.”  
1) Jesus Christ obeyed God’s commandments on your behalf.  
2) Jesus Christ died for the forgiveness of sins.  
3) Jesus’ blood secured your salvation.  
4) Jesus endured the wrath of God that you deserved.  
5) Jesus’ resurrection made your resurrection certain.  
6) Jesus’ presence in heaven guarantees that you too will go to heaven.  
7) Jesus’ work in heaven safeguards your eternal future.  
8) And Jesus has given to you His Spirit.  
a) The Holy Spirit helps you to know this, to believe this, and to know that it is true of you.  
b) It is the Holy Spirit who takes the colours of salvation in Jesus Christ and begins to repaint the canvas of your life so that you reflect His glory.  
2. And Paul speaks of that in these verses in this way.  And here he does use the word “law” in the sense of the written commands of God in the Bible, because what he says here matches what he said at the beginning of ch. 7 about how the commandments work with the sinful nature.  So, “For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.  And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”
a. Because of our sinful nature, you see, the law cannot save; the commandment cannot save.  We are told here that the law is “powerless.”  
i. And the Greek word translated as “powerless” is adunaton.  It comes from a family of words that has at its root the word dunamis, from which we get the word dynamite.  
ii. And in Greek, when you want to cancel or negate a word, you just stick an ‘a’ on the front in the same way that we sometimes do with “un” in English.  So you have able and unable.  Important and unimportant.  
A. Well, the law is not dynamite; it is adynamite or undynamite.  It has been soaked in water for three weeks and the wick has been pulled out.  It cannot explode salvation!  Oh Yes, it can explode.  Bring it into contact with a sinful nature and it dries out in a second, grows a wick, and BOOM!  It explodes sin.  
1) But the law is undynamite in relation to salvation.  
B. However, and I say this respectfully, Jesus is dynamite!  The gospel is dynamite!  
1) What the law could not help us to do, Jesus has done for us.  
a) We have sinned as human beings.  Our only hope then is that a human being would do two things: First, He would stand in our place and keep God’s law and, second, He would stand in our place and pay the price for our sins.  
b) And so, as it says in v3, God sent His own Son in the likeness of man.  
i) From Mary He received His human nature.  And by the Spirit, His divine nature was preserved.    
ii) He was human like you.  He got tired and hungry.  He was tempted as you were.  But He lived a life of perfect obedience.  
iii) And at the end, He went to the cross to be the complete and perfect sacrifice for sins.  And in Him, on the cross, your sin was condemned.  
A) And what three words did He cry out proving this? “It is finished.”  

c) Therefore, the claim of condemnation that anyone might make against you, including the devil, has been rendered invalid – undynamite.  
i) By His Spirit, Jesus has caused an explosion of salvation within you.  Therefore, because of what Jesus did for you, and because of what the Spirit has done in you, there is now no condemnation for you.  
3. Let me close then with this last point.  Some of you may have read, recently, about a controversy regarding the hymn, In Christ Alone.  It has become a modern day favourite.  
a. Well, like us, the PCUSA has been working on a new hymnal for several years.  And like us, they were keen to include that hymn.  But unlike us, they were unhappy with one line of that hymn.  It goes like this: “Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied.”  And the hymnal editors asked if they could change that line to “Till on the cross as Jesus died, the love of God was magnified.”  
i. Now, on the one hand, you could say, coming back to where we started this sermon, that they wanted a positive statement of the gospel rather than a negative one.  For the love of God was magnified on the cross.  
ii. But the hymnal editors were quite clear in their objections to the original line.  The committee chair said, The "view that the cross is primarily about God's need to assuage God's anger" would have a negative impact on worshippers' education.  
iii. But thankfully, the authors of the hymn stood firm and refused to allow this lyric change.  The hymn then will not be used in the new PCUSA hymnal.  
b. In Isaiah 53:4-5 we read these words, “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”  
i. One commentator wrote, “Failing to recognize God's capacity for wrath can effectively trivialize God's power.  "God's love is not sentimental; it is holy. It is tender, but not squishy."  "It involves not only compassion, kindness, and mercy beyond measure … but also indignation against injustice and unremitting opposition to all that is evil."
A. God’s wrath was indeed poured out on Jesus as He hung there on the cross.  Jesus became the sin offering and God’s wrath was satisfied.  
Everything in us and around us screams out condemnation.  

The message of the gospel, however, is no condemnation.  

John Newton wrote the hymn, Amazing Grace.  He was a slave trader who later on came to Christ and repented of all the evils he had committed as a slave trader.  In his later years, he said, “Although my memory's fading, I remember two things very clearly: I am a great sinner and Christ is a great Saviour.”  
Do you know this of yourself?  Do you know that for you there is no condemnation?  
